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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---August Selection 


Shaw, Lau. Rickshaw Boy. Translated from the Chinese 
Evan King. Reynal and Hitchcock. July 30, 1945. 
315p. $2.75. 


The Rickshaw Boy’s jacket informs the reader 
that the author, Lau Shaw, rapidly becoming one the 
most prominent contemporary Chinese writers, and 
conveys the impression that already solidly estab- 
lished among the literati his country. This gratifying 
news, portent some significance well indication 
shift front the Chinese critic since the publica- 
tion Pearl Buck’s The Good Earth, which, deservedly 
acclaimed the West, was reviled the reviewers 
China, seldom blessed with good word Chinese 
America. Evidence here points the homely phe- 
nomenon countries, well families, accepting 
good part candid picture themselves one their 
members, while denouncing similar likeness out- 
sider being devoid honesty merit. Lau Shaw has 
some reason bow before the Western woman who 
opened the way before his Rickshaw Boy. 


The background the novel present day Peking. 
Not the Peking imperial palaces foreign legations, 
but the t’ungs and back lanes, the free rice kitchens, 
the miserable tea houses the poor, the squalid blocks 
tenements where coolies, whose “bitter strength” ex- 
ploited hard labor, and rickshaw boys—a cut above the 
coolies—battle for existence. Against back-drop 
filth, degradation, stench and grinding poverty unim- 
aginable the American mind, the stars courage and 
manliness, the flowerets courtesy and decorum, 
humor, sympathy and human kindliness, and vague trail- 
ing clouds hope soon dissipated, weave veil vivifying 
the grim actualities life the lowest level human 
existence. 


tribute our species, and minor miracle which 
the novelist recognizes such, that out the dust the 
t’ungs should spring rickshaw runner with ambition 
pull his own “foreign car.” Considering the difficulties 
overcome, and the means available for achieving 
his purpose, his dream fantastic any dreamed 


revealing the nakedly intimate affairs Happy Boy’s 
affairs, his toils, failures, humiliations, frustrations, loves 
and involvements, the author seems often enough 
playing the the psychiatrist spying his patient 
from behind window one-way glass, until the observer 
his elbow squirms with something like the embarrass- 
ment inadvertent Peeping Tom. 


nine parts out ten the story rings true, and the 
author’s promise “describe Happy Boy’s position with 
the same definiteness with which one would indicate the 
place certain bolt machine,” honorably fulfilled. 
Propaganda rears its Hydra head when the old man, 
with whom Happy Boy watches the death cart rolling 
the execution ground, expounds his thesis that 
was the hour the ascendency evil them that 
they (the Sons Han) set this doctrine called the 
source wealth. The more are willing cheat 
and steal and starve and watch others starve, the more 
money will have and brings into the open the 
author’s underlying brief for socialism the panacea for 
the patent ills mankind. 


Lau Shaw, like many others the new school Chinese 
writers, realist. well convinced that hunger, 
disappointment, tears, dust and pain are real; but 
acknowledges that the spring breeze, the purple shadows 
the Western Hills, clean shirt, shining rickshaw, 
laugh, good dinner and human friendliness are also, 
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Shaw Hilton Pan Chao-ying 


realities. And, being realist both back and front and 
the core, does not balk reality that happens 
golden rather than grim. does not apply the 
test, “Is harsh, ugly, cruel and revolting?” before ad- 
mitting thing circumstance the ranks reality. 
Indeed, realist enough believe that sometimes 
there solution problem, that however barren the 
field may the Bitter Moon more than likely 
glow green before the Mid-Autumn Festival. 


Thank you, Mr. Lau Shaw (and are you using the Chinese 
the Western order your name the Should 
say, “Mr. Lau” “Mr. for that high moment 
when Happy Boy takes his Little Lucky One his arms 
and stalks out the brothel. “In the mild coolness 
summer evening the burden his arms stirred slightly, 
nestling closer his body ran. She was alive. 
was alive. They were free.” 


took courage for you flout the 
mist there, Mr. Lau. Courage, and realism. 


the rugged depictment the struggle naturally 
good man fit himself into social pattern burst asunder 
revolutionary forces flare certain number scenes 
never intended the author set before the juvenile 
gaze. However, there here spot lightning sex inci- 
dents; they are not dragged into the story shock 
titilate, but fit naturally into considered plan. like 
manner the language the toiling principals this drama 
—no better and worse than the slum colloquial 
Chicago, Marseilles Cairo—though far removed from 
the high conversational mode Chinese social intercourse, 
the common chatter the Blue Gowned People. 


Mr. Evan King congratulations forthright trans- 
lation which loses nothing its stinging colloquisms 
its ease and elasticity. 

Genevieve Wimsatt, 

Institute Chinese Culture, 

Washington 


Literary Guild---August Selection 


Hilton, James. Well Remembered. Little, Brown. 
August 1945. 3-309p. $2.50. 


“That day well remembered” was the first Septem- 
ber, 1921, when George Boswell—Councillor Boswell 
the English Midland town Browdley—saw the 
ment lifelong dream initiate slum clearance pro- 
gram for his native town, and also saw the shattering 
another dream, for his wife, Livia Channing, suddenly 
left him marry young Jeffrey Winslow, son Lord 
Winslow. George’s father had spent lifetime working 
the Channing Mill, had most everyone else Browd- 
ley. Then the mill failed financially because its owner 
illegally manipulated its stock and ruined hundreds 
humble stockholders. was sent jail and 
Livia, his only child, was brought her mother 
their estate, Stoneclough, outside the town, without 
human contacts any kind except for the servants, and 
complete ignorance her father’s disgrace. She was 
told was dead. Twelve years late Channing, released 
from jail, returned home. His wife left him and ran 
with another man, and strange yet close understanding 
developed between Livia and her father, terminated 
the latter’s death. She then agreed abruptly marry 
George, whose proposals she had ignored until she found 
herself without home. 
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The marriage was failure from the start, although 
George, incurable optimist, refused admit him. 
self first. Livia, lone, enigmatic figure, self-sufficient, 
without fear and without conscience, felt love 
for George, the indefatigable municipal executive, dream. 
ing the future his town and laboring for with 
passionate enthusiasm. Later, during the present war, 
coincidence led George (now Mayor Browdley) 
notice that patient named Winslow, wounded veteran 
the F., was hospital was visiting. Curious 
see the man for whom his wife hal left him many 
years ago, George interviews him, and learns with shock 
that not Jeffrey, but Jeffrey’s son, Charles Winslow, 
Jeffrey prisoner the Japs, perhaps dead, and given 
for lost everyone except Livia. George and Charles 
become fast friends. 


Gradually George pieces together the main outlines 
Livia’s life after she had left him that well remembered 
day. She ruined the diplomatic career her second 
husband intercepting telegram containing urgent 
orders undertake dangerous mission. another 
occasion she deliberately permitted the death (which she 
could easily have prevented) young woman she had 
known for only few hours, just because she (Livia) 
sensed attraction between the woman and her husband 
Jeffrey. When her son Charles wanted marry, she 
was ready kill his fiancee for the same motives selfish 
possessiveness, but George steps ahead her and 
facilitates the marriage, finally defeating the woman who 
had often defeated him. 


the whole the story interesting, although midway 
loses, and never entirely regains, its initial drive and 
direction. This reviewer shares with Livia 
boredom wth municipal committees and subcommittees 
and all their works: live happily with George one 
would have fall love with the City Hall. The 
acter Livia superbly drawn and the reader will 
doubtless remember her calm and monstrous amorality 
after the neutral-tinted personality George has been 
forgotten. not that evil portrayed superior 
good—on the contrary this somewhat moralistic book 
the familiar Hiltonian manner. simply that 
has vitality and George hasn’t should mentioned 
that minor character, Catholic priest, has some 
ously ambiguous remarks the Church and Com 
munism (p. 219). 
Recommended recreational reading. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Pan Chao-ying. China Fights On. Fleming Revell. Apr. 
30, 1945. 188p. $2.50. 


(The author this book, Dr. Pan Chao-ying, 
Institute Chinese Culture, has been reviewing for Best 
Sellers during the past year. Recently returned 
China.) 


the author’s purpose show the position China 
World War II; show her object constant 
and evermore demanding aggression the part Japan, 
which harmed not only China but which encouraged 
similar agression throughout the world; show her 
vital factor the successful prosecution the war the 
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1945 Snow 


United Nations, and important contributor the 
postwar peace the world. 


Mr. Pan lays fine foundation which helps the reader 
visualize the historical and contemporary place Man- 
churia world affairs; then shows the development 
conditions which culminated eventually the “China 
Incident” and later into the attack Pearl Harbor. 


The militarily unprepared China forced through com- 
promise after compromise until, last, must fight 
cease be. China Fights shows how the determina- 
tion Japan conquer diplomacy possible, war 
necessary, brought out the weaknesses and caused the 
failure such peace instruments the Kellogg-Briand 
pact, the League Nations and numerous committees 
investigation and compromise. The slow realization among 
Western nations the threat Japan and the gradual 
stiffening their attitude toward her until her diplomacy 
fails entirely and the sword the only weapon left 
skilfully woven in. The war years China, the unbroken 
determination fight whatever the cost, the desire and 
hope that she may contribute much the peace the 
world the future, also have their place. 


Even after Pearl Harbor China’s suffering has steadily 
increased. But, spite increased suffering and the 
temptation liberal peace terms, China still fights. For 
now she has friends. Friends who, the present, 
have given her but little aid but who respect her 
great nation and who will fight with her until victory 


won—and she will not forsake them. 


Mr. Pan has made thorough study his facts and has 
presented them ably that the reader’s interest increases 
steadily progresses. Mr. Pan, understandably, has 
lauded Chinese military successes great deal more than 
they deserve, while the same time does less than 
justice the greatest victory all. For nation which 
bleeds from million wounds, which has lost its richest 
territory, whose sea coast and important lines com- 
munication are enemy hands, which blockaded 
every side and for long years has not had single hope 
help; for such nation fight spite defeats 
its glory and greatest victory. All who are interested 
the history the struggle between China and Japan 
will read comprehensive and interesting survey the 
facts ably assembled China Fights On. 

Rev. Edward Youker, M.M., 

Clarks Summit, Pa. 


Snow, Edgar. The Pattern Soviet Power. Random 
House. July 10, 1945. xii, 219p. $2.75. 


many respects realism typifies Mr. Snow’s treatment 
the U.S.S.R. This particularly true his analysis 
Russian motivations and objectives. Thus, for example, 
tightening the marriage and divorce laws, although 
accidentally fortifying the Russian family, also indicates 
for this critical foreign correspondent paternalistic 
state’s increased control over the existence and destinies 
Ivan, Jr. Unlike many ingenuous observers, impressed 
with the modifications apparent the system during the 
last two decades, Snow convinced that there has been 
watering down the essentials the Marxist-Leninist 
body teaching. The Kremlin’s concessions religion 
not mean free and independent Church; stripped 
economic and political power the Russian Church 


that has become “safe” institution. Even so, young 
have been reminded that the Party still fights 
against “religious prejudices.” Religion now faced 
persecution, for that but strengthens the pernicious fanati- 
cism. best, says Mr. Snow, the Church has become the 
obedient agency the Proletarian State and especially 
apt instrument the latter’s struggle “against the Vatican 
for moral ascendancy Europe”. 


Nevertheless, there are indications observer Snow’s 
brilliant book that seem place him the camp the 
appeasers. The thesis strange one; the Russian Bear 
desire peace and tranquillity which lick its wounds 
and cure them. the same time, one given under- 
stand that the interests peace inadvisable for the 
Western Democracies speak Russia. This pattern 
democratic impotence followed, apparently, 
China too, the one danger spot where Russian and 
American interests may conflict. There Russia has taken 
definite stand favor the Kungchan- 
tang against Chiang’s Nationalist Chungking Kuomintang. 
Now according the author’s analysis laurels have been 
won the anti-Jap push the Chinese Communists, 
too, without help and despite the Generalissimo’s anti- 
Red blockade the northern bases. But the Kuomintang 
can survive only with the backing the (for 
the peasants would vote for Kungchantang the Kuomin- 
tang ever gave them the chance, says Snow). The point 
that our continued support Chiang and his reactionary 
aspirations for independent, national China will mean 
serious trouble with Russia—quod Deus avertat! After 
all, China Russia’s neighbor, not ours! 
the other hand, continues Mr. Snow, favoring Kungchan- 
tang (and therefore freer labor) would supporting 
the general cause Communism; but have already de- 
cided that issue agreeing with the Soviets the case 
Europe. Consistency, implies the author, demands 
American volte-face the Orient, too. 


Likewise, elsewhere, Russia’s demands made for the sake 
her security are given ear to. The student will 
irked now and then Edgar Snow’s penchant for 
granting the Kremlin and its stooges the better part any 
argument. Credence, with little comment, given 
Lublin’s General Boni Rola-Zimersky’s statement that 
Bor’s disastrous uprising was undertaken without Mos- 
cow’s direction encouragement. that disputed 
point the author does not even mention the opinions 
others, certainly not those the ill-fated London Poles 
with their “anti-Soviet myths.” too, despite many 
reports the contrary, all quiet the Balkan front, 
for, cite Mr. Snow’s aged Communist informant, 
“Where the Red Army goes there will Revolu- 
tion” establish Communism. The answer is: There will 
need for one. 

The reporter’s story this connection defines illumi- 
nating and provoking contrast between Anglo-American 
inefficiency (born scrupulous observance Geneva’s 
dictates) and the efficiency the U.S.S.R. feathering 
the Russian nest Europe. The skilled application 
methods” has produced scores de-Hitlerized 
German prisoners running Soviet factories where Stak- 
hanovite Fritzes get the same bread allowances Russian 
workers, attend lectures given Free German indoctrin- 
ators, and, for excellent work, may eventually allowed 
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home zealous preachers the Russian gospel! 
Snow reminds that the liquidation the Comintern 
has not meant the end national Communist parties; 
Rumania held waiting Patrascanu, Bulgaria, its Georgiev. 


Edgar Snow’s work valuable for its very succinct sketch 
the pattern and program Soviet power the largest 
territory ever occupied Russia: 

All and reactionary “mischief-makers” 
must removed. 

State Socialism will the the order the day; wit- 
ness Lublin’s Osubka-Morawski’s promise that “all 
industry national importance will owned 
the State.” 

problems will settled direct negotia- 
tions between the several states rather than 
means plebiscites arbitration; witness the popu- 
lation exchange deal between the Polish Liberation 
Committee and the Ukrainian 
Soviet Republics. 

The “succession states” are encouraged de- 
mand reparations from Germany. 

Foreign investments (and they won’t permitted 
land) will have made through contracts with these 
states, rather than individuals. Obviously such contracts 
will only stable the government question. 
Such the Kremlin’s bid for the foreign support its 
puppets. 


The Pattern Soviet Power contains the usual number 
interesting portraits the Russian bigwigs seen 
“from foreigner’s seat the Soviet Union, which 
best somewhere the first balcony.” comforting 
know that many Stalin’s “Jesuitical traits” trace 
his early seminary training! Edgar Snow’s report should 
read the student least for his facts and often 
very fine analyses, not for all his conclusions. 


Frank Fadner, 
University Scranton 


Williams, Ben Ames. It’s Free Country. Houghton 


Mifflin. July 19, 1945. 130p. $1.75. 


Young America’s dream free country and what indi- 
vidual men and women can that dream their 
thoughtlessness, selfishness, greed and indifference the 
theme Ben Ames Williams’ recent novel. The story 
covers the lives Eddie May and Lena Trump from their 
illicit love affair shortly before Lena’s graduation from 
Eutaw High School 1926 through their subsequent 
marriage and family life into the year 1942. oft- 
repeated remark, “It’s free country,” carries the theme 
the novel through joy, childbirth, economic depression, 
the W.P.A., Pearl Harbor, and the tragic denouement 
the story. uses his incidents and characters 
stress the thought individual responsibility main- 
taining freedom. 


Lena, valedictorian her high school class, could not 
forget graduation night that few days before she had 
gone willingly into the arms Eddie May who lacked 
the mental ability finish high school. people knew, 
they would think that she was bad, “but Eddie’s sweet” 
(p. The Trump family had great hopes for Lena, 
the intelligent member the family, and Mrs. Trump 
had saved and planned for the day when Lena would 
able attend the State Normal School for year and 
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then obtain position teacher. Eddie hadn’t had 
much life, what with being passed back and 
from Gramp Uncle Pete after his parents’ death, 
Hence, few weeks later when Lena found that she wa; 
pregnant, she and Eddie were terrified. family ex. 
pected much her, and Eddie had prospects 
Gramp should die and leave the farm him. 


this juncture Gramp saves the day dying, but 
after has had chance tell Eddie that the 
with him that people will always like him and think 
that sweet. Speaking Lena says, “This 
now, she’ll marry you. I’m sorry for her, Eddie. 
good her, good you know how; but she’ll have 
harder and harder. Wouldn’t surprise any she 
drowned herself some day” (p. 15). Now that 
has the farm and $20,000, and Lena marry despite the 
bitterness Lena’s mother. For few years their life 
happy aimless way. Eddie knows nothing abou 
farming and doesn’t want learn. His idea fre 
country that mine inexhaustible wealth wher 
free spend his money pleases. 


The inevitable happens when Eddie learns that the mone 
gone and must find way earning more. 
turns liquor, politics, and eventually the 
although the effect going relief seen his moros 
attitude toward his family which now consists several 
children. Lena begins disintegrate, fostering 
mal pride Lenora, her first-born, the neglect the 
other children. For Lenora the mother begins chea 
and steal, planning send this pretty, bright child 
lege. Lena hoards pennies and eventually dollars from 
the household money, developing insane cunning 
protecting her hoard. doesn’t matter her that her son 
Dennis becomes thief, that Mary neglected, that Ruth 
becomes queer, frightened child. Money has becom: 
the most important thing her life, money for Lenora 


Eddie obtains job government camp the pre 
war years, thus enabling Lena add her hoard. 
Whenever opposes his wife’s desires she threatens 
commit suicide and recalling Gramp’s prediction, 
frightened into silence. Lenora sent town 
with one the teachers while she attends high school 
give her nice clothes, Lena lies her husband abou: 
where she got the money buy material. 


After Pearl Harbor, Lena indulges burst rage wher 
she learns that Eddie buying war bonds the plant 
The knowledge that has been rejected for militar 
service rankles with Eddie who becomes even mor 
morose. The tempo events increases when Eddie lose 
his job and Lenora comes home tell her parents tha 
she wants marry Tommy Perkins, soldier, whos 
parents live near the May farm. Lena realizes that 
precious Lenora going have baby, that life repeat 
ing itself. The knowledge that she herself have 
another baby and that Tommy Perkins 
son shiftless parents deranges Lena’s mind, and she kill 
Lenora with hammer. the end, when she tells 
husband that she killed the girl because she wanted 
Eddie sighs and says, “Well, O.K., Mama. guess it’s 
free country” (p. 130). 


This book classified adult fare. The immoral inci 
dent between Eddie and Lena the beginning 
book presented attractive manner; Gramp, 
has been having affair with his housekeeper for 
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depicted interesting old character who can’t 
blamed for enjoying the things the flesh; and the tie 
which binds Eddie Lena that legalized lust. 
Mature readers will probably find the book jerky style 
with many sentence paragraphs the modern manner. 
noted too that Eddie always characterized 
sweet, although there nothing the book justify 
that characterization, and that Lena fails give any indi- 
cation the intelligence which made her valedictorian 
her class. But the characters are caricatures, one-sided 
portrayals Williams’ thesis that each person must fight 
each day the battle for free country, and that nothing 
will handed anyone silver platter, even the 
greatest country earth. 

Gertrude Horgan, 

Incarnate Word College, 

San Antonio, Texas 


Neumann, Alfred. Six Them. Macmillan. July 24, 


1945. 327p. $2.75. 


Six Them not just another Nazi melodrama. 
attempt the part distinguished German-Jewish 
historical novelist interpret contemporary German his- 
tory, the focus Mr. Neumann’s attention being the 
University Munich the spring 1943, where abor- 
tive revolt, engineered certain members the faculty 
and student body, took place against the Regierung; 


police headquarters and Gestapohaus where the prelimi- 


nary questioning held; the grimly dramatic trial the 
six defendants before the dread People’s Court the 
Place Justice; and the final scenes dawn under the 
six “spruce scaffolds” the courtyard Stadelheim 
prison. Mr. Neumann employs the familiar and usually 
cumbrous method flashback acquaint the reader 
with the antecedents and earlier lives the accused 
before their conspiratorial intimacy Professor von Hen- 
nings’ “Seminar Rebellion” opposite University lecture 
room The revelations are graphically powerful, but 
the narrative technique, plus the disconcerting German 
stylistic trick shifting tense sequence verbs, and 
occasional infelicity translation, produces times 
the reader effect almost flickering old-fashioned 
film had broken, but one the better old films, ought 
added. The personalities the six plotters are 
handled with extreme skill and sincerity, especially those 
Hans Moeller, renegade from the Hitlerjugend, 
brigade and Wehrmacht, and Karl von Hennings, Profes- 
sor Criminal Psychology. Their six judicial adver- 
saries under the crimson hangings and the gilded eagles 
are, more typical, least good, notably the instance 
that emaciated grotesque, army officer Baron von Frey- 
berg, and his fellow jurist, Nazi careerist, Dr. Fritz Behn. 


Six Them exhibits its dual derivation contemporary 
continental literature and German Gothic. European 
literature today, represented Koestler’s Darkness 
Noon, Seghers’ The Seventh Cross, and the premonitory 
fantasies Kafka, mention mere handful among 
many examples, become literature the prison, and 
its characteristic symbols include the truncheon, the 
lash, and the judas window. era that dates, 
see now retrospect, from More’s great tower dialogue, 
Comforte agaynste Trubulacyon, written 1534 during 
the reign the Tudor despot, Henry, but concentration 
camp meditations longer carry the lift Lear’s fine 
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term, “God’s spies,” the romantic release Monte 
Cristo. oubliettes and their jailers are not 
concerned with theological heresies, but rather with 
tical heterodoxies; the new intolerance the more bitter, 
and the stoic victims longer enjoy the old Christian 
consolations that bolstered Chancellor More. Other 
nations have their prison reflexes, too; France, more par- 
ticularly. But the French form characteristically hard- 
boiled and full barracks coarseness, which latter 
quality, sure, Neumann’s book also shares drab, 
blitheless, cabbage-soup, un-Gallic sort way that makes 
very distinctly strong meat for adolescents. The true 
German Gothic colors his pages with crimson gules red 
the the folktale Hannerle and the headsman. 
This quality echt Deutsch and not confused with 
the medieval mixture hard-headed commonsense and 
exaltation Péguy; its most recent note German writ- 
ing has been the medical macabre Mann’s Magic 


Mountain, Alverdes’ Whistler’s Room, and here, Hans 


Moeller’s attachment the soft rubber flesh and leather 
skin the artificial leg that replaces the one left 
the blood and oil Stalingrad. The older Gothic reflects 
itself well the constant invoking the devil and the 
imagery the witches’ Sabbath for purposes metaphor. 


significant, view the current debates good 
and bad Germans, that much 
the best it, fact—has come out Germany. one 
chooses, rebuttal, say the bulk Jewish, one 
thereby stamps itself Nazi thought, for the statement 
would repose upon the racist postulate which too many 
Americans entertain their inner hearts that Jew 
either. Neumann’s naturalism, shot through with 
Jewish compassion, German atmosphere Heine’s 
lieder were German, Nathan’s Central Park idylls, 
for that matter, are American; German, for example, 
its relish psychological abnormality Christopher 
Sauer, the Bavarian Catholic who resolves his pitiful coil 
physical fear and fear betraying act self- 
destruction. very impresive fact, moreover, that 
one the few novelistic testimonies have the 
existence “good Germans” given Jew. The 
Jews, even the process working out their historical 
destiny, Werfel might put it, scapegoat for their 
own sins and the sins their fellows, can yet find 
their souls pity and understand their persecutors. 


Last time the Germans and the French pretty much 
divided the honors the field war literature. Six 
Them not, the strict sense, war book; neither was 
the European internecine carnage, the classic sense, 
war. German letters its way again staking out 
claim the territory occupied the Twenties Wer- 
fel, Zweig, and Remarque. 


Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, Buffalo 


Sharp, Roland Hall. South America Uncensored. Long- 
mans. June 27, 1945. 363p. $3.50. 


Written the staff correspondent Latin-American 
Affairs for The Christian Science Monitor, this book 
described “the real story power politics South 
America.” Succumbing the temptation which assails 
most writers South America, however, the author 


Sharkey Feeney 


draws from his copious notes strike into something 
geographic survey, social problems, investment possi- 
bilities, and even adventures photography. result, 
what starts out passionate denunciation fascism 
South America ends combination Baedecker and 
encyclopedia, illustrated with thirty-two pages photo- 
graphs, charts, and maps. The volume thus falls into four 
sections, Jungles Fascism (which really the only sec- 
tion justifying the title), Genuine Good-Neighborliness, 
Portrait Continent (geography, economics), and 
Search Frontiers (an informal discussion native 
wealth and investment possibilities), and contains 
much valuable information. 


While the first section gives interesting account the 
author’s battle with current restrictions South America, 
his observations fascism work, and something the 
background the present situation Brazil, Argentina, 
Paraguay, and Bolivia, there little which has not already 
been flashed through the press and described length 
other books articles. Possibly new stress and detail 
given the Vargas dictatorship Brazil; and its dan- 
gers for the future are indicated. 


The distinctive note the author’s thesis appears 
criticism and disapproval the Department State 
its dealings with governments labelled “fascist” 
South America. “United States diplomacy South 
America these past few years,” states, “must bear 
major share responsibility for the present menacing 
unbalance.” Washington’s “inconsistencies” are blamed 
major element the success the military regime 
against democratic elements Argentina. Sumner Wel- 
les taken task example the Department 
State action upholding the dictator Vargas Brazil. 
The Good Neighbor policy alleged have failed 
abandoning constructive principles and resorting power 
politics. The extension armaments, credits, and honors 
South American governments the 
fascism abroad described without relation the 
growth internal fascism any sustained program 
for upholding the democratic forces Latin America. 
Whether these indictments can sustained open 
question beyond the scope this review. 


short analysis the Lend-Lease policy given the 
brief section entitled “Genuine Good-Neighborliness” in- 
cluding review the allegations Senator Butler. 
The author wisely observes, without impugning the calcu- 
lated benefits and war-time necessity the program, 
“that long-range benefits can accrue South America 
only from North American spending that has natural 
rather than artificial effects.” This statement further 
implemented study wild-rubber production among 
other projects and generally cautious attitude the 
possibilities economic exploitation. 


Little given the cultural backgrounds 
origins and developments that might help explain the 
present set facts and lead more sympathetic, inner 
understanding the human problems South America. 
Nothing said the Catholic Church any church, 
except note “an upsurge clerical activity” with the 
fascist reaction, intolerance that reported 
Protestant 

James Magner, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington 17, 
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Catholic Literary Foundation---July 
Co-Selection 
(With Feeney’s Your Second Childhood) 


Sharkey, Don. After Bernadette, the story Lourdes. 
Bruce. July 22, 1945. 164p. $2.00. 


Mr. Sharkey enters upon his theme introducing two 
writers, each whom has used Lourdes and its miracu- 
lous shrine the setting novel; Emil Zola Lourdes, 
and Franz Werfel The Song Bernadette. 
analyzes the intention, inspiration, method, product and 
success each these authors and support the con- 
clusion which reaches offers the rest his book. 


After Bernadette will answer the many questions those 
who were introduced Bernadette and Lourdes through 
Werfel’s best seller and its very successful screen version. 
Those who have long known Bernadette and who have 
long practiced devotion “the Lady” who signally 
honored the quaint town Lourdes will informed 
the history the town and the growth devotion since 
the time Bernadette and the apparitions. 


The Bernadette story retold against the historic back- 
ground her town, country and century. The reality 
the supernatural visitations, recognized first the faithful 
villagers and after exacting investigation ecclesiastical 
authority, effected spread devotion, increase wor- 
shippers and the erection the world famous shrine. 
Changes were made the original grotto accomodate 
the ever increasing numbers pilgrims, and eventually 
three churches—the Rosary, the Crypt, and the Basilica— 
were erected. 


Sharkey analyzes the controversy aroused the 
miracles and their subsequent investigation sincere 
scientists, the frankly curious, and acknowledged 
scoffers. presents simply and factually stories the 
cured and the uncured from the time Bernadette our 
own day, and miracle both the physical and the spiri- 
tual order. 


final chapter, “The Literature Lourdes,” offers criti- 
cal evaluation all preceding writings Bernadette 
and the shrine. particular Mr. Sharkey points out the 
errors fact which, wittingly unwittingly, were com- 
mitted Frank Werfel presenting his fictionalized ver- 
sion the Bernadette story. 


Mr. Sharkey’s White Smoke over the Vatican has been 


described a“glorified but very satisfying guide book, 


easy read informing”. The same may said 
After Bernadette for the chapters background, 
scientific investigations, and later history truly constitute 
glorification the central theme. 


The book recommended all Catholic readers, 
school, college, parish and public libraries. 


Catholic Literary Foundation---July 
Co-Selection 
(With Sharkey’s After Bernadette) 
Feeney, Leonard. Your Second Childhood pictures 
Michael Cunningham. Bruce. July 22, 
1.25. 
The reviewer finds difficult evaluate fairly the recent 
verse effort Father Feeney. volumes 
Jesuit poet have been characterized original, distinctive, 
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droll, warmly real, charming, deliciously humorous, sin- 
cere, sparkling, whimsical—simple enough please 
child yet clever enough interest adults. 
But two these many characterizations seem fit the 
verses Offered Your Second Childhood—they are simple, 
possibly they are droll. Father Feeney said more 
interested persons than poetry. His verses prove that 
true. They are about people, varied and ordinary; 
the verses, also varied and ordinary, may fit his people 
but they fit known verse forms. The poet himself 
acknowledges this but cares not all for form nor for 
what “other folks think”. This last declares the 
distinguishing spirit both first and second childhood. 
Alas for Father Feeney (or for me?) like not his verses 
except for word here, phrase there. not like his 
people except for “The Braggy Brothers”— 

Four aged bachelors are these: 

The Braggy brothers, 

Matrimonally difficult please, 

And therefore there will others; 


Their story ends somewhat sad, 
For ancestors were all they ever had 


and “The Old Nuns” (who, God bless them, find them- 
selves strange company here). Forced rhymes assault 
the ear many page: 
And they hold the glory God there, and the 
wonder God’s will, 
Although some them are not well, and some 
extremely ill. 
Mr. Cunningham’s drawings are cut from the same piece 
the verses. 
all miss the “charm”, the the 
Can that too definitely middleaged (neither 
young enough nor old enough) appreciate what 
decidedly either first second 
strangely, relish the nonsense verse Edward Lear and 
Lewis Carroll, and find keen delight Chesterton’s 
Coloured Lands and Belloc’s Cautionary Verses. Can 
that Your Second Childhood both verses and 
dull, mediocre this reviewer finds 
them? 


Lawrence, Gertrude. Star Danced. Doubleday, Doran. 
July 19, 1945. $2.50. 

Probably because Gertrude Lawrence one our most 
glamorous stage personalities, safe wager that 
Star Danced will have wide sale. Let one imagine, 
however, that makes the slightest pretense towards dis- 
cussing the art the drama, the problems the actress, 
anything trite the status the contemporary 
theatre. Ah, no. The point focalization this little 
diary the dinner before and the party after the show. 
Using the flashback technique, which interpolates the 
happenings the present with the past, Miss Lawrence 
tells the story her life England and this country. 
Born conservative and respectable middle-class section 
London, she exhibited early age those theatrical 
talents which she inherited from her actor father. When 
she was about six, her mother sent her dancing school. 
Here she met and exchanged bicycle rides with Noel 
Coward, the British actor whose friendship for her was 
lifelong. was not long before Gertie was appearing 
both amateur and professional engagements; not long, 


Lawrence Fishbein Tryon 


either, before managers realized that here was girl who, 
for some inexplicable reason, captivated every audience 
she met. 
The years which witnessed her rise fame were marred 
unhappy domestic difficulties. The story her mis- 
understandings with her husband, their divorce, and her 
subsequent love affairs and remarriage are unsavory factors 
this otherwise harmless tale. Many the stories and 
anecdotes, however, especially the account her New 
York sojourn with Bea Lillie, are humorous and appealing. 
the opening and closing the book, find the author 
busily engaged singing and dancing for the allied troops 
England and the continent. For her part bringing 
cheer the armed forces, she deserves grateful bravo. 
Fishbein, Morris. Editor. Doctors War. Dutton. May 
11, 1945. 418p. $5.00. 
From the ranks medicine and the military distin- 
guished list authors here reports the status medi- 
cine the present war—its functions, organization and 
achievements. Medicine science and practice, has in- 
deed achieved noble record the present conflict and 
its achievements are among the few bright spots the 
worldwide picture devastation and ruin. Use the 
sulfas, penicillin, plasma and DDT, organization medi- 
cal services, development chains evacuation—these 
and many other developments have all contributed the 
record-breaking low rate disease and death from wounds 
which has been obtained the present war. The present 
book compilation reports from various authorities 
specific aspects medical service, giving fairly co- 
herent picture the medical scene had developed 
1944. The book not history medicine war 
since many the reports are extremely general nature. 
merely brief description medicine war with 
many important aspects still suppressed for military rea- 
sons. Little favorable comment can made the edit- 
ing. Doctor Fishbein’s contribution best adds little 
value the book and most the contributions appear 
have been printed received. There occasional dupli- 
cation; some the reports are unnecessarily wordy, others 
unimportant. 
Naturally complete summary this type book cannot 
attempted. Among the more notable contributions are 
Simmons’ discussion preventive medicine the Army, 
Parran’s description work epidemiology and indus- 
trial hygiene, Grant’s dissertation the development 
aviation medicine, Rusk’s report the development 
Convalescence and Rehabilitation program the AAF 
and Robinson’s very adequate coverage the Blood 
Plasma donor program undertaken the Red Cross. The 
other reports range from fair poor with major atten- 
tion given the provision and organization military 
medical service. the whole the book fairly ade- 
quate report from the organizational viewpoint but 
neither complete report nor definitive history. 
Morally there nothing about the book but 
the subject matter such exert greater appeal 


adult readers. 


Tryon, Lewis Poor Man’s Doctor. Prentice-Hall. July 
27, 1945. 233p. $2.75. 

Dr. Tryon has lived full and busy life and apparently 
his usefulness has not yet been ended since after retire- 
ment the Government has summoned him back service 


Brown Caniff Index 


the Veterans’ Administration enters upon the 
eighth decade his life. Dr. Tryon’s experiences have 
been legion and although many them make interesting 
reading one forced class this merely another doctor 
book which will appeal only readers with taste for 
that sort biography. 


Born the Pennsylvania Dutch country Pennsylvania 
1872 the author was the descendant long line 
country doctors. After brief reminiscences his early 
years plunges into the development his medical 
education and the blighting his first love affair with 
nurse whose unfaithfulness later repaid kind. His 
grudge against the distaff side the race led him into 
orgy concentrated energy from which however his own 
good sense ultimately rescued him. Beginning practice 
small towns worked largely with Hungarians, Polish 
and other so-called foreign elements—a practice scarcely 
conducive financial success. Efforts combat typhoid 
epidemic mining village gave him valuable experience 
for later work. strike terminated his work the mines 
and resettled Pennsylvania Dutch country from 
which was summoned World War work- 
ing France left the Army join the Red Cross and 
did yeoman work combatting typhus the Baltic States. 
The remainder the book deals with reminiscences 
his later loose-footed life from Europe Honolulu and 
less interesting. 


Dr. Tryon has positive viewpoints many subjects in- 
cluding operation the Veterans’ Administration, the 
relation politics and medicine, Army medicine, the 
workingman’s right strike, etc., and does not fail 
express them fully. Curiously enough, though 
speaks always the Roman Church and mentions 
that his mother attended Lutheran Church until Cath- 
olic services were provided. praises the writings 
Caldwell and Erskine and seems times lax his 
moral judgments. was sexually quite active his 
youth but confesses the hollowness that passion well 
excommunicated for marrying his dead wife’s sister. 
the whole the book would not seem harmful for adult 
readers but there little reason recommend any 
great extent. 


Brown, Harry. Artie Greengroin, Pfc. Knopf. July 16, 
1945. 212p. $2.50. 


This gentleman the alliteratively anatomical name has 
long been favorite with readers the London edition 
Yank which has been recording cavortings 
through the realm Merrie England. The present col- 
lection his exploits introduces Artie the civilian 
public who may may not appreciate his somewhat 
quaint philosophy military life. babbles senten- 
tiously about his reactions things military quaint 
sort dialect which may have had its beginnings 
Brooklyn but which assuredly has had many grafts onto 
the main shoot since its origin. The whole book col- 
lection episodes from experiences with English 
pubs and barmaidens, from his prior life when drove 
(hearse not horse) but mostly his groans and 


Best SELLERs 


growls and gripes Army life. Artie seems the 
epitome all misunderstandings and injustice but 
incurable optimist who may down temporarily but 
whose spirits are really irrepressible. Artie shrewd and 
wise, naive and bumptious but essence real and 
represents ordinary response environment and 
problems which are times painful, others merely 
baffling. Some Artie’s exploits are humorous, others 
boring. The book’s major fault the inclusion great 
deal thinly camouflaged profanity and vulgarity. 
suitable for adult readers but does not deserve high 
ommendation. 


Caniff, Milton. Male Cail. Simon. June 25, 1945. 112 
comic strips. $1.00. 


Picture yourself “slick chick” exaggeratedly curvaceous 
with every curve disposed and draped attract 
maximum attention and you have Miss Lace, the so- 
called glamorous character Male Call, the up-to-now 
exclusively military cartoon strip featured some two 
thousand Service papers. Miss Lace seems have been 
created sort community pin-up girl luxe, one 
who devotes all her attention enlisted personnel, sort 
wishful dream girl who will satisfy the unsatisfied long- 
ings every soldier. Corporeal charm Miss Lace’s stock 
trade, well exposed and with somewhat more than 
hint added attractions. The technique simple— 
carry suggestion far possible and then the sudden 
unexpected wise-crack, the unexpectedly innocent ending. 
But always the suggestion, always the double entendre. 
Each strip self-contained gag with most them re- 
volving about various Army activities. Some few the 
strips are innocently humorous but they are rather few. 
One two are tragically sympathetic and even instruc- 
tive. But mainly the book purely and simply sexual 
suggestiveness and while should not harm the average 
adult yet there good reason recommend it. 
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